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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 



PARTICIPANTS : 



Chairman Mao Tse Tung 
Vice Premier Teng Hsiao-P'ing 
Vice Premier Li Hsien-Nien 
Foreign Minister Chiao Kuan-hua 
Ambassador Huang Chen, 

Chief of the PRC Liaison Office 
Vice Foreign Minister Wang Jai-Hung 
Chang Han-chih, Interpreter, 

Deputy Director, MFA 
Tang Weng-shen, Interpreter, 

Deputy Director, MFA 
Nurse/Interpreter 



Si 



President Gerald R. Ford 

Secretary of State Henry A. K^fc singer 

Ambassador George Bush, 

Chief of the United States Liaison Office 
Mr. Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the 

President 
Mr. Winston Lord, Director, Policy Planning 

Staff, Department of State 



DATE AND TIME: 



PLACE: 



Tuesday, December 2, 1975 
4:10 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Chairman Mao's Residence 

Peking, People's Republic of China 



(At approximately 3:00 p.m. the Chinese informed the 
United States party that Chairman Mao wished to see 
President Ford. The President, his wife and daughter, 
and other members of the United States party left the 
President's villa at 4:00 p.m. and drove to' Chairman 
Mao's residence through a front gate of the Forbidden 
City complex. They were greeted at the entrance to the 
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residence bv Vice Premier Teng and the other Chinese 
olficlals and were escorted into the Chairman's den. 

the conversation began.) 
Chairman Mao : So how are you? 
President Ford : Fine. I hope you are too. 
Chairman Mao : I am not well- I am sick. 
■ President Ford : I think you look very well, Si % 

Chairman Mao : My appearance is not so bad. And how is 

Mr- Secretary of State? 

.^tarv Kissinger : I am very well. I am happy to be 

here. 

Chairman Mao : And how are all the other American friends? 

President Ford : They are all very Wealthy- We had a 
very good discu ssion this morning, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Mao : So what did you discuss? 

President Ford: We discussed the P*°* Xems ™ ^lUllf 

Se aeeffor your country and mine to work xn parallel 
to achieve what is good for both of us. 

Chairman Mao : We do not have much ability. We can 
only fire such empty cannons. 
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President Ford: I do not believe that, Mr. Chairman. 



■ w 



r- 






Chairman Mao : With regard to cursing, we have some 
ability in that respect. 

> 

Presi dent Ford : We can too. J 

__ _— — — — — (( 

Chairman Mao : And you also? Then we shall reach an J 

agreement. 

President Ford : We can also use force against a country 
which causes much trouble. 

Chairman Mao : That is not bad. Then we have reached 
another agreement. 

President Ford : We were very specific this morning in 
discussing whom we were talking about. 

Chairman Mao : It can be none other but the Socialist 
Imperialists. 

President Ford : There was some strong language used -this. ; ■ ■ 

morning, Mr. Chairman . 

Chairman Mao : (pointing to Teng) That is, you criticized 
him. 

President Ford : We strongly criticized another country 
Chairman Mao : The one in the North. 
President Ford : Yes 

Chairman Mao : Your Secretary of State has been interfering 
in my internal affairs. 

President Ford: Tell me about it- 

Chairman Mao : He does not allow me to go and meet God. 
He even tells me to disobey the order that God has gxven 
to me- God has sent me an invitation, yet he (Secretary 
Kissinger) says, don't go. 

Secretary Kissinger : That would be too powerful a com- 
bination if he went there. 
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^*, a *™« Mao- He is an atheist (Secretary Kissinger). 
Ifir^oos Td to Gol And he is also underB^ng^ 
relations with God. He is a very ferocious man and I 
havf no other recourse than to obey his orders. 

<^rp_tarv Kissinger : We are very glad. 

President Ford : To God? 
Chairman Mao : No, to me. 
(Chairman Mao speaks with Ambassador Huang in Chinese.) 

How are things going, Mr. Huang Chen? Are you still going 
back (to the United States)? 

ambassador Huang : I listen to the Chairman- s instructions. 
Chairman Mao : Mr. President, do you want him? 
Presiaen-t-Ford : We certainly want him back *£*£" 

Chairman Mao : (to Ambassador Bush) Are you. staying? 

Ambassador 3ush -. Just a few days. 

Chairman Mao : You have been promoted. 

President Ford : Yes, he has been. We are going to submit 

a name tor a replacement within a month. 

Chairman Mao : We are very reluctant to let him go. 
But we will replace him with an equally good man. 



to the United States. 






/ : 
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ambassador Huang : Twill firmly carry out the Ch g™£ « . 

instructions i do want to -^^Jf d f ^ £f $ 5 

I have been abroad too long- sut x win ^« ^, , 

Chairman says. $• * 
Chairman Mao : You should stay there one or two years 
more- 

a^assador Huang ■- All right, I definitely will go back 
and tirnJ-y carry out the Chairman's instructions. 

Chairman Mao : There are some young 9~**?«%£?£?* 
criticism abo ut him (Ambassador Huang). ^ d J*| s l?£ 
(W ang and Tang) also have some «£^»* i & IO £h£S£;. 

S wfirsSfflrVrthefr Tanas ^SS^ *£ «• 

feapfcaTgo^^^ 

sity to have a look at them. 

President Ford : I would not understand the signs. 

I hope your telling the Ambassador. *? *^f? J£g *f rS 
meanl that we are going to continue the good relations 
between our two countries, Mr. Chairman. 

guTcoun^and ^ZZ^^SJ?^- 
anf thHear after there will not be anything ||^ - 
happening between our two countries. Perhaps afterwards 
the situation might become a bit better. 

President Ford: In the meantime, Mr. Chairman, I think 

from some countries such as the Soviet Onion. 

Chairman Mao : Yes. Anyway we have no co nfid ence in the 
Soviet Union . And Teng Esiao-P'mg does not like the 
Soviet anion either. 

President Ford : We have similar f ff ^f J^ .!^ 
overall design s to expand on %»°^wide basis 
territorially, economically and otherwise. But we are 
going to meet the challenge. 
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CJ ^^j^, Good, we.ea^o^to-ttheir 
challenge- 

Sg^ST^r^Vaf^ress can be »ade on a 

bilateral basis. 

g^i^a^jjao: You mean between us? 

Occident Ford : Yes. 

Chairman Mao: That would be good. 

^"^ord: in the meantime, -^hairman. if ^ 

Ifgi^r^d^Ine work to meet the f *£f f e ; elop greater 

Invest, from the Soviet ^^ £ ntin ued progress 

SK^SiS^S^^-V*- states and the 

People's Republic. ^ ^ 

Chairmanjjao: Good £yway, this |S j£ roeth ing*ve will 
the Soviet union wrll actually. ^ % 

still have to wait and see. 

SssSS**** f h l i^flT union ^Vnartf tone S" 
have to convince the **P?*™*£ Lpublic " not words, 
the United States and the ?|°P£ con tinue to keep the 
but backed up by action «* w ^ ssure frOB the East will 

feTtfo^liK^ur LSs on our side. 

CJ ^^^, ,ust firing of some empty cannon, cursing. 

' ^_i»^« 4-v.at Mr. Chairman, 

^esidenOord: - will do- re ^that,^ 

Is we have in the past, ah d we wllI m the 

^ture^^rthfn wlr^and llrl than empty cannons. 

firman Mao: So you have solid cannons? 

be kept dry- 



i 
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Chairman Mao : That is all right 
^es, now you " peacefully coexist. 



That will not be bad- 



tinue to do so. 

Chairman Mao: That is good. 

Presiaen^rprd: (nodding -j£ £* ^-su^rcm^ 

Chairman Mao : *es. A gentleman" s agreement. 

TT^rd- That is the best way to achieve success 
^^4» «h°\s -t a gentleman. 
Chairman Mao : They are not gentlemen. 

-Z^ZTorZ- Those are kinder vords than we ^ed -^ 
' this mornxng- 

g-is-njuoi. x -- - -hl^tf JTWSS £ fwo in9 

SStS^Ti. £fendly ? to each other. . 

President Ford : Mr. Chairman, that ^s the *££**£&. 
the American people and myself - * w ^ er . the last three 
!£ood that the historic st «P S taken ove support ed 

years by your ^^/^y resize , as we do, that 
by the American people. ™g^£ Ltions by expansionist 
there must be strength to |£ e ^t We wiU maintain 

countries such as the Soviet union. it _ In 

our military capabxlity -^f^aintain the world in 
Htab^andTetter Position. 

m»o- Good So we don't have any conflicts. 
Chairman Mao : i>ooa. -=~ 

Iffli^cln^irdown anf llscusf thtm S/S^StET 
^fand hope to eliminate them. 



i 



« 
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^~a^<* y^c: there are bound to be con- 
Cha irman Mao : Indeed. Yes, were « united 
flicts becau se our 'two countries , chin * ^l* \ *^t 
States, have different social systems and different 

ideologies, 
the peoples. 

talks go really well. 

are firm, which we intend to be. 
Chairman Mao : Good. 

How are your relations with Japan now? 

before? 

« ^ Vrt ^ *.^ v arP As vou know Mr. Chairman, 
President Ford : Yes they are- as *° u first tilQe 
I visited Japan about * year a g^ ^ was the ^^ 

thf Impfror and°^ S r^ 

^iot^^ S- S« at any 

time since World War II- 

Chairman Mao : Japan also is threatened by the Soviet 

Union- 

President Ford : I would agree and therefore «r. Chairman, 

I think it ^"important that Cw» fj"^ S- relations 

Se SE^ST i^tS ^they have heen. 



Better than 
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Cha irman Mao : And for Japan, its relations with you 
come first and their relations with us are second. 

Pre sident Ford : Are your relations with Japan very 
good? 

Chairman Mao : They are not bad. Nor are they so good- 

President Ford : You want them to be better, don't you? 

Chairman Mao : Yes. They have a pro-Soviet faction that 
is opposed to talking about hegemony. 

Secretary Kissinger : Or just afraid. 

Chairman Mao : Yes, indeed. 

President Ford : How are your relations with Western 
European countries, Mr. Chairman? 

Chairman Mao : They are better, better than our rela- 
tions witn Japan. - ..:-«. »».»j - -■•■■ - 4^ 

President Ford : It's important that our relations with 
Western Europe as well as yours be good to meet the 
challenge of any Soviet expansion in Western Europe. 

Ch airman Mao : - Yes- Yes, and on this we have a common 
point there with you. We have no conflict of interests 

in Europe. 

Pr esident Ford: As a matter of fact, Mr. Chairman, some 
of us believe that China does more for Western European 
unity and the strengthening of NATO than some of those 
countries do for themselves. 



Chairman Mao : They are too scattered. 



President Ford : Some of them are not as strong and forth- 
right as they should be. 

Chairman Mao : As I see it, Sweden is not bad. West 
Germany is not bad. Yugoslavia is also good. Holland 
and Belgium are lagging a bit behind - 



/ ; 
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Presiden^ord = f-'^eTe^esfes f^T^ 
=S? 3 Si;rS^rS.^^ are trying to do so. 

g^^K*,, Yes, and now *ortugal —» " ^ *"* 

stable. l~seems to be better- 

2£-i^2^^ : **' 'cina 6 ^he forces^ sup^rl have 
Sf^^SSS^ S^- action that is 
neeltd to sLbilize the situation. 

We agree with von. that Yugoslavia ^ ^P|^nion! out 
SIS concernefalourehirS^happen after Tito. 



Chairman Mao: Yes, 



perhaps after Tito it will be Kardelj. 



-££^Oi|^|^; grZ^rEZ? arfwor^nfon 
Hfnow? Parlour factions arf working with outs.de 
groups . t± 

ss*s£j!& wsjsr-s" provinces "* ifc is 

Bade uo ot~o many former states. 

ITS^ce^lrestdenr Ceausescu. " 
Chairman Mao: Good. 

Srsident_Ford: We Me c r a f ro C arThf ^-do supporu! 11 
IE spam as well, «*- f "^le the elements that would 
We hope he will be ab le to ^^^^ with him in trying 
^fuhrnecelsfry control of\he situation during this 
period of transition. 

SS^S^TS foftugatr 

President Ford: Mr- Chairman, we urged the NATO alliance 
l£^5orTT=rTendly.to Spain even ^f b f^°- acceptabLe 
hope with the new King that Spam will o 
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to the ^TO alliance. In a ^ v^nt by the Spanish 
EEC ought to be responsive wwvenent^y ^ * vhole> 

Lverrlent toward unity with f^f^ J we can . 

We will work m both directioiw 



il 



They are not radical enough for 



Secretar y Kissinger: 
the Europeans. 

^ 4. <„-^ Yes in the past they had 
^^^^S-^r^S't- P as t you did no t 
curse Franco. 

Pr^sident^ord, Ho ^T^^^^Tl^l^^ 
the whole souLhern belly of J**?*"^*,, Turkey, 
strong - ^^f^J**^ fa e strengthened if we are to 
^ft^r-pafsioSst efforts by th. soviet union. 

_ .k/ 



Chairman Mao : 
get better. 



Good. 



Yes, and we think Greece should 



,-^gnt Ford: Yes, ^^^1^11= Moving i^e 
^SiT^ut^He-new gover nmen t we f ee^r ^ ^ ho?e 
right direction and we "ill. ** 1P^ ±n NAT0 . 

they will come back as a run p«u. 

Chad^anjiao: That would be good. 

President^: There is a »*££--£'« p3^* fc 
SfSfSd W tend d to°weakenT M and give encourag^ent 
to the Soviet Union. 
rha irman Mao : Oh? 

SS^= *!•"* Xe%IraHgrf^ntVarhflPer t 7 an ' 
{ErcTS i^iirrwe think theSinai Agre theEe cannot 

reduce the Soviet ^^^f^La a broader peace 
be any stagnation in advancing has take n place 

AS soon as the next election in the u ^ & broad/ 

^sfanf per^ne^Peacnrthat Sea. 
^^.n^: Permanent peace would be difficult to 
achieve . 
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^aer*Ford: ves they h a-e not ha d it f |« cessful 
Senturies. But the effort to a chiev e ^ influence 
effort, would eliminate a 9»|%«£ is stagnation, that 
in that area of the world. If ™«* * to s £ ir up trouble, 
gives the Soviet Union the opportunity to ^ continua i 
therefore, we are convinced that there ?» develop 
Sent. .And the S£*i ***£«£ ^^forward after 

5f n^rectiranfSl j£ J«5««SrU^ 

lovtlt &£S SSIiS^^^'p-t of the world. 

Chairman Mao : I don't oppose that. 

^esidentPord:. ^ - -ve^nto the su^0 a ntinent le we 

expect to have i nflue " c * ^ff^to improve our relations 
Garcia. Of course, «* c °»%™ e ou °. J^ ban so that they 
with Pakistan. We have l^tea sufficient military 
can help themselves and develop Mt be a 

successful renturrirthfxna^s should attempt any 
military operation. &. 

Chairman Mao = That would be good. 

^^ent^ord: what is your appraisal, Mr. Chairman, 
of the situatio n in Bangladesh? 

SsSaaJfio. «- S ^we arf rrepared'to^nf ;n bUt " 
SsSrlhere?- pf/haps SMll'taKe some t*ne *r 
getting there. 



There is such a danger, and we must 



Chairman Mao : 
beware. 

£==?S woSfnofdc^nere CBangladeshl . 
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Chairman Mao: Indeed. If they should take such action 
In that area we would oppose it. 

such action by India. 

gs i E222j5 a £: Yes. we have reached another agreement. 

n m^-q- t an sure you are as concerned as well 
President Ford: I ?» s «f= *°? th Indian Ocean, ana 
as we about the Soviet *>^ "J*£ *? d e of Africa. These 

in that part of that great contxnent. 

Chairman Mao : You don't seem to have many means. Nor do 

we. 

President Ford : I think we both could do better, 

Mr. Chairman- 

g ^ 2S2jl ao, I am in favor of driving the SovietHnion 

out. 

President Ford : If we both make a good effort, we can. 

Chairman Mao : Through the Congo -- Kinshasha, Zaire. 

^ ^i*r Teng: (Talks in Chineseto^^hairmanj^ 

The-^S5pTIcItIn| fac tor here is that ded the whole 

^blaS^rlcaf^Thif complices the whole matter. 

ChairjanBo: South Africa does not have a very good 
reputation . 

^^^ord: But they a f fighting to ^f^^f 
m5 t n *^?t%L?nZty through Zambia and Zaire. 

£fonTrom , Lvfnfa 1 very d imprr r tI;t naval 'facility and 
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controlling substantial ^-^^f^rtiotpatlon 
are violently °PP° S ^°,^ |f|ix thousand troops in 

SiS!' £&£?££•£ • healthy thing; "* the 

Soviet Union. 

W ~ Premier Teng : You mean you admire South Africa? 
Presidentrord:.^ .They tave^a |£^ t ^ otal i y 
IfgyS^^thourany s^uSSonV the^nited States. 

Vice Premier Teng : In Angola. 

President Ford : South Africa is against the MPLA. 

Chairman Mao : This is a question that needs study. 

President Ford : Time is of the essence. 

Chairman Mao : It seems to me that the MPLA will not be 

"success tux. ^ 

President Ford : We certainly hope not. 

•r* -»-v~ nfher two forces get enough 
c^^^rv Kissinger: If th * °™^™ J£, then we can 

others give them the training. 

O^^^Mao: We supported th^i-th^pj* through ^ 

SfSoSd T to n go^hrough? ^erhlps now we should wor* 

through Zaire. 

z!r ^ p r g.ier Tenc : Perhaps it is better through Zaire. 

Secretary, Kissinger: Through^ And the^in^e 

side could perhaps °?% £* SE^^L, Africa if Mozambique 
It would have a moral significance in ^ ^ ^ 
did not support the soviet group, the an* 
discussion among the Chinese) . 



1 



SECRET/NODIS 



RCPROOUCCO AT TMC 



NATIONAL ARO«Vt5 





__ iB _gCLASSinED , ;-*-:r. 



fi-RCRET/NOPlS 
- 15 - 



m*o- But' you know, Mozambique supports the 
illP^^^problbly be difficult. 



Vice_Prem^r_Ten2.= Impossible. 



very much. 

m^- w*> miaht make a try 
9SiSS2i ^' x don- ^H* Mozambique understands 

Secretar^Kissinaei: l^a ^f X ice an d they listen 
"the issue in Angola. Tney 
to China more than to us. 

ChairmanMao: We can make a try. 

Tmfl . we can make a try but it might not 

Vice Pr emier Teng . we ecu 

^fearlly-^^^ ctive - 
Secre^r^issinaer: That's tme. 

Mao - Zaire is probably more reliable. 
^^ ■ er - Z eire shonld be a base ror-tive 
•HI!linli £iS l| 2 cl^ £t help from -ambi.ue^but^ 

S&StfE m£be°£ fea^t-they -1 ~* — 



He rman Mao = We can make a try. 



c n a iir man no-u - " , - — 

IZZ ^ent Ford : I **»?*£ ^ e ^ourlgement? ^ney^ 

by you and others. 

r^ lrman Mao : That's hard to say. 

SO you think that's about all? 
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President Ford : I might say in reference to Angola, 
just before I left Washington I approved another 
$35 million to help the other two forces. This is a 
solid indication to meet the challenge of the Soviet 
Union and defeat the MPLA. 



Chairman Mao : Good, 
and take movies. ) 



(Chinese photographers enter room 



President Ford : I wish to thank you, Mr. Chairman, for 
the opportunity to discuss the world situation and indicate 
our desire to expand our bilateral relations and work in 
parallel on many, many problems on the global scene. 

Chairman Mao : Yes there are now some newspaper reports 
that describe relations between us two as being very 
bad. Perhaps you should let them in on the story a 
bit and maybe brief them. 



Secretary Kissinger : 

it in Peking. 



On both sides. They hear some of 



Those foreigners 



Chairman Mao : But that is not from us. 
give that briefing. 

President Ford : We don't believe all we read in our 
papers, Mr- Chairman. (The photographers leave the 
room. ) ^ I think it is vitally important that both ~" 
countries create the impression on a world-wide basis 
that our relations are good. When I return to the 
United States I will report that they are good, and I 
hope your people will do the same, it's not only 
important to have good relations, but to have the world 
believe that they are good. 

Chairman Mao : We can go at it bit by bit. 

President Ford : We will work on it, too. 

Chairman Mao: So. 
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(The group stood u? and the American quests shook 

rShLs n foo? id -^ 0d_bYe With the Chairaan « *hl pnotog- 
S? hf ^° ^ PiCtUreS - The ^airman then indicated 
Sth l d e ? C0 ^ the P«*"eat to the outside room. 

to the lutlr P roL^h """^ he Walked with the President 
to tne outer room where once again the American quests 

Iresident'^rd^h^v ^l™™ M pictures ™r?J£T. 
thlucht tha? fh^ n ^ d the Chairman and said that he 
W^sin'oer^ai! ? h t * S "*" ? utuall y beneficial. Secretary 
MsXs V \! WaS 9lad that the Chairman obeyed ^ 
said Sft h» \ 2°! t0 9 ° to heav =n. President Ford 
S£t S* c^i™^ ^^^ten the Secretary out so 

letrena^v alST^^ 9 ° tC heaven ' but *« "« the 
soS Cha?™- » ha t.they hoped that this would not be 
soon. Chairman Mao indicated that he could not go since 

said^ £ ° rd ?r f ^ m thC sec "tary. Secretary^ Kissinger 
said that he would maintain those orders. The other ger 
Americans thanked the Chairman and said good-bye The 
££ ChInese h of f f S -T ed ™ tSide ^ Vi « freSier Tenfand 
a£l Sovfawayf " alS - *** *" e " cans entered thei/cars 

the n^^^ in ^ e u later issued a P ress announcement of 
the meeting which is attached at TAB A.) 
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